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Urban agriculture

A Urban agriculture movement
100-MILE DIET
I Local food production T
I Fruits and vegetables

A Urban livestock :
I Rabbits, goats, guinea pigs, ducks, geese, pigeons
I Chickens



Urban backyard chickens

A Regulations vary
I By jurisdiction
I Companion animals (e.g. dogs) viewed differently
A Increasing calls for approval
I Approved
AVancouver (2010); Guelph (1944)

I Not approved
AWaterloo (2009); Halifax (2008)



Objectives

ATo determine whether public health
should take a position on urban backyard
chickens

I Risks vs. Benefits

ATo develop a public health approach



Methods

AEnvironmental scan
AKey informant interviews
ALiterature review



Why raise chickens in
urban backyards?

ABenefits
I Social
I Economic
I Nutritional
I Environmental

Ref: www.istockphoto.com (Jason Lugo)



National Animal Health Monitoring
Survey 2004 (USDA)

A Surveyed U.S. owners of
backyard flocks on
reasons for raising birds

I #1: Fun/Hobby
I Family tradition
I Lifestyle

I Food

Ref: http://www.flickr.com/photos/meckleychina



What are the concerns?

A Infectious diseases
I Avian Influenza

I Enteric diseases
A Salmonella
A Campylobacter

A Pests & Predators

A Nuisance factors
T Noise
I Odor

Ref: http://www.flickr.com/photos/joeshlabotnik



