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ÅUrban agriculture movement

ïLocal food production

ïFruits and vegetables

ÅUrban livestock

ïRabbits, goats, guinea pigs, ducks, geese, pigeons

ïChickens
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ÅRegulations vary

ïBy jurisdiction 

ïCompanion animals (e.g. dogs) viewed differently 

ÅIncreasing calls for approval

ïApproved

ÅVancouver (2010); Guelph (1944)

ïNot approved

ÅWaterloo (2009); Halifax (2008)
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ÅTo determine whether public health 
should take a position on urban backyard 
chickens

ïRisks vs. Benefits

ÅTo develop a public health approach 
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ÅEnvironmental scan

ÅKey informant interviews

ÅLiterature review
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ÅBenefits

ïSocial

ïEconomic

ïNutritional

ïEnvironmental

Ref: www.istockphoto.com (Jason Lugo)
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ÅSurveyed U.S. owners of 
backyard flocks on 
reasons for raising birds

ï#1: Fun/Hobby

ïFamily tradition

ïLifestyle

ïFood
Ref: http://www.flickr.com/photos/meckleychina
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ÅInfectious diseases

ïAvian Influenza

ïEnteric diseases
ÅSalmonella

ÅCampylobacter

ÅPests & Predators

ÅNuisance factors

ïNoise

ïOdor

Ref: http://www.flickr.com/photos/joeshlabotnik


